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Indian whether educated or not, must in the nature of things in-
tuitively understand Indian thought and feeling, where the most
cultured European must lamentably fail It had been said that the
microscopic minority of the educated classes apart from being de-
nationalized, was congregated only in large towns and was utterly
ignorant of the feelings and thoughts of the great bulk of the
people. Speaking for himself, though he did not claim he was a very
favourable specimen, Pherozeshah declared he was willing to submit
to an examination on that point:
During a practice of a quarter of a century, I have gone on
professional business times without number. I have traversed in
this way Gujarat and Kathiawar, Rajputana and Central India,
the districts to the east, and a great portion of the Deccan and
Southern Mahratta country. I have thus visited not only the large
and small towns, but thanks to the combination of revenue and
judicial functions, I have followed the camps of district officers
from village to village in the remotest parts of the Presidency. I
have had to appear before all classes of officers from the Mahal-
kari and Mamlatdar to the District Magistrate and the District
Judge. I have practised in the courts of Native States, and have
pleaded before Native Chiefs and their judicial officers of every
degree of competence. In the course of these peregrinations I have
come in free, close and spontaneous communion with all classes
of clients, with the thakore and the talukdar, the tradesman and
the artisan, the zemindar and the ryot, not to forget the most
famous outlaw of Kathiawar of present days.
Thus it was, he continued, he and his friends could claim a more
intuitive and intimate knowledge of the living forces of Indian life
and sentiment than the ablest and most experienced of English
officials, including even those who had deservedly won a high re-
putation for industry and capacity in compiling statistical catalogues
and encyclopaedias of every variety of information. When, therefore,
critics like Lord George Hamilton said that the educated classes
represented nobody but themselves, they showed an utter want of
understanding of the realities of the situation. It was true, they did